in existing living beings or not. Machines can scan, photograph, capture and collect, but, while these may well reflect part of what the eyes of living beings do, it is only a part, and the rest of the system encompasses not just the brain but the entirety of the body in which those eyes are found (see Manovich and Tifentale 2015, this volume) . This is why one of the most common tropes in English and in many other languages centres around the capacity for vision as a capacity for the even deeper capability to understand: 'I see' and 'I understand' are virtually synonymous in many contexts. This sense of 'see' is so pervasive that even human beings who lack vision tend to use it unhesitatingly and without much hint of its being prejudicial.
As many of its critical commentators have noted, the theoretical orientation of the New Aesthetic is less clear than are its aesthetic ambitions (see Kwastek 2015, this volume) . Like the speculative realism/object-oriented ontology (SR/OOO) movement with which it is sometimes associatedbecause both embrace the powers of non-human actors and agents to engage in both perceptual and representational actions that resemble those thought in some ways to be the exclusive provenance of living beings -the actual foundations on which some of its more pointed pronouncements sit is not always clear. If machines already see, why is it necessary for humans to write about that fact, and what do we need to see or know about it? If they do not, then what is the writing actually pointing to? Why is any kind of conceptual or argumentative reorientation required to draw somebody's attention to what is already happening everywhere? As some commentators have noted, and in some ways echoing the interests of recent readers of Kant's Third Critique, such as Jacques Derrida and Hannah Arendt, the 'aesthetic agenda grounded by the specific workings of' digital technologies of the New Aesthetic in certain ways 'obfuscates the political problems perpetuated by these digital and networked systems ' (Berry et al. 2012, 19; see also Chun 2015, this volume) . In the human world, human sight and human insight may be necessary components of responsible political formations.
Seen and not seen
As the rhetoric of the New Aesthetic suggests, we do not lack for examples today of machines seeing things that people cannot or do not see, or at best can only see with the aid of machines. One of the clearest examples of this phenomenon occurs in high-frequency trading (HFT), the name applied to the use of computerized methods to trade stocks so as to benefit from very small increments of time. HFT traders depend on both the power and the physical location of their machines to squeeze out extremely small advantages in timing or pricing over their competitors. Estimates vary and the facts vary over time, but in general it is thought that, at least at times, in excess of 80% of all trades on US stock markets are conducted by one or another form of HFT (Demos 2012).
